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THE PREBLES IN AMERICA.

ABRAHAM PREBLE,
THE COMMQN ANCESTOR OF ALL OF TIHE NAME IN AMERICA.

* Fust constituies ibe true uobiliny b
Not wealth, nor nawme, fior cutwand poinp, nor power.
Fools havo them all ; sud viclous men may be
The iduls aud tho pagennts of so hour.
Bui *tia to have 6 good und honest Aeart,
Abous all meannzss and adove all grime ;
To act the risxht and honarabie part
In every circumstance of place and time.
Il who is tius, froe Ut lis puent takes
3iis Moker formed him ths true noblcoan.
Whate'cr 13 luw or vicious ho (ursakes,
And scta ou rectitude’s unchisugiog plas.
change around hita, chongos toack not him —
The star that guides his path fuils ot oor waxes dim.”
Puor. Uraax.

Apramax Prenre came over from
England with the  Menof Kent,”*
and settled, somewhere ubout the
year 1636, in Scituate, Plymouth
‘Colony. Fuller, in Lis * Worthies
of England,” says, ** Kent hath so
. carried away the credit in all ages
3 for man hood, that the leading of
? the front or vanguard in former

. times baik simply and absolulcly
belonged to them.”” Abraham Pre-
ble was ono of the carliest scitlers
of Scituate, and very soon aller his
arrival was married to Judith, the
third daughter of Elder Nathaniel
Tilden, the descendaut of a very
ancient family in the County of
Kent, England. His ancestry is
Y traced in Berry’s County Genealo-
gies to a William Tylden, who paid
aid for lands in Kent st the time of
making tho Black Prince a Knight,

® « Mcn of Kent.” - Tobo a0 called was conaldercd & distingulshing Lugor, but the re-
varse to be called * & Kentish man,” for Kentish men were thieves.  ~
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CMMODORE EDWARD PREBLE, U. S. N. bt
Tuiro Sox By the Secoxp Marriage., 1761— 1807,

Axp ms DesceExpaxts to 1869.

Epwarp Presie,* third son of Brig.-Gen. Jedidiah Preble and Mehit-
able Bangs, was born in that part of Fulmouth now embraced within
the limits of the city of Purtland, Maine, Aug. 15, 1761. He was
married by the Rev. Samuel Deane, D.D., to Mary, daughter of Na-
thaniel Deering,¥ of Portland, March 17, 1801 (who surviving him,

* This brief bingtaphy of Commadore Preble is chiefly abridged from “ The Life of
Bdward Ureble, by Ifrenzo Sabine, pab. in vol. xii. Sparks’s Am. Biography, 1846. o.1t.v.

+ Nathaniel Dcuxrg, thie father of Mrs. Commo. Preble, was born in Kirtery, Me,, Jnne
1, 1739, and died at Portland, Sept. 14, 1793, aged 56.  The oldest son of fourteen children,
his father dying whea he was eighteen years of age, it fell upon him to contribnte to sup--
port the numecrous family. At the age of twenty-two, with no capital but his indastry
and intelligence, he travelled east to Letter his coadition, and after wandering sill farther
east, settled in Falmouth, probably induced thercto by his mother's recent murriage to
Deacon James Milk. of thut town. At Faimouth he diligently pursucd his occupation as
a boat builder, at his shap near the foot of Exchange Street.  In October, 1764, as the age
of twenty-five, he married Doreas Milk, the sccond daaghter of his step-fatber, and in
1766 his brother John narried another daughter of the deacon.

At the deatii of Dea. Milk in 1772, he cama inio bassessiva of a considerable etm em-

bracing a large portion of the eastern sile of Exchange Street, and other parcels of real
extate, which still remain in the p ion of his descendants. The first store started in
X‘n westih after its destracidon in 31775 by Mowatt was opened by him. It was on & small
attiicd o the depressed circwmstanees ot the town, and was attended priucipully by
o, whose shrewdness aad 200l management contributed not & little to augment the -
tievicnce whics she had hrougit ber husband.  After the war he extended his-husiness, .
entmed i navization, parchased larre and valasble tracts of land, among which was’
seventy aores exrending from Congress Street to Back Cove.  He erected buildings, and
at his = zed in extending the picr or breast-work which had belonged to
Do oo MK, nnd his awa boat-yard, iuto a spacious wharf, which from its extent took the
aame of Long Whart, and was for many rears the commercial centre of the port.

CHE L sadbden deazh, in the vigor ot iy, awlin the midst of his large enterprises, was a
serinns Dnis o thye conpuimiey.

When jirst maeried be lived in a house which stond on the river bauk at the corner of
Fxehangs and Fore Strects, which then overiovked the barbor.  He afterwards purchased
Witliam Owen's hoise, which stood on the spot since occupied by the Exchange Build-
fug, erected i 1339 and burnt in 1855, and the U. S. Custom House and Post-Office, which
e razee] after the great fire in 1866, Leing considered unsafe, and on which the new
marble Pist.OMoe is now heing erected.  Iere he amd his widow Svho survived him forty
years bath lived and died. He lett hut two children : James, born Aug. 23, 1768, who died
Rentom'or, 1933, ugad 815 and Mary, b, 1770, who married Com. Preble, and died May 28,

1851, aze! st N

James Deering, son of Nathanicl, and brother of Mrs. Preble, m. Alnira, daa. of Enoch
Tisier, Mareh 9, 1789, by whom he had Nathauiel, a graduate of Harvard Coll. in 1810, and
five daashiers,  One married the laie Thumas A, Deblois, and has no children; another,
Henry Merrill, and has no children; and the youngest, who is deceased, married Hon.
Wm. Pitt Fes<enden, who has revently deceased and left children. Mary and Harrlet,
unmarricid, are still living.
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died May 26, 1851, aged 81 ycars), and died at Portland, e, Ang.
235, 1807, aged £6 ycars.

Blessed with an athletic constitution and but little inclined to reid-
cntary amusements, the leisure hours of Edward Preble’s youth were
mostly devoted to hunting and other active exercises. 1In the usc
“of the gun he acgaired such ekil! that he once brought down five
swallows singly, st successive shots, on a wager. Ilis father design-
ing him for a profcssional life, sent him to Dummer Academy to be
fitted for College. Close application to study was not suited 1o
his temperament, and the coliege projeet was abandoned, but he
Inid there the foundation for an education which enabled him to
proﬁt_hy hh opportumhes for the acquisition of knowledge after

mmbrmmm Deciing, whose malden name was Annie Dunn, died in 1769,
at'the age of 58, and his widow died March, 1835, at the age of 86.—Willis's Llist. of Fort-
'hu‘, 1st ana 2d Edition; and Deane and Swmith's Journals.

_.George Dering, Deering or Dearing, was an inbabitant of Scarborongh, Me., 1645. Rogzer,
of Scachorough, probably a eon of George, died 1678. He had a sun Koger at Kittery,
who returned aa foventory Junc 26, 1676; amount, £136 7 3. IHe was probably the an-
cestor of Nathaniel. There was al=o a Boston family of Deerings descenided from Henry,
b. Aug. 16, 163%.—3laine Hist. Col., vol. i.; Savage’s Gen. Register, vol. ii.

__:Hmnpbrey Deering was one of the sxxtccn soldlers-oomprising the garrisva of Fort Maiy,

1699~N. E. His, and Gen. Reg., vol. xii. pp. 258.

* Anderson, in his Ocncnlogy of Surnames (1865), says many names have originaivd hy

adding “ing* to the futher’s name; “as Deering, a little Jdear ; or Dear, a man's i

also Darling, little'dcar.”

Lower says: The source of the ancient family of Dering, or Decring (wheace the aTix
of Sarcnden-Dering, Co. Kent)  appears to be that of De Morinis, whu prolabiy otiginat-
ed in the territory of the Morine, in the N, E. of Francc. One of the carly mcmbers,
Deringus de M., scems to have stamped his baptismal appellative upon kLis dcsccudunts as
a surname in the 12th century. (Sec Halstead’s Kent.) Butit is to be remarked that there
was in that connty, prior to Doomsday, a tenant who bore the name of Derine £lius Sired!?
—Patronymica Britannica, a Dict. of the Family Names of the Urited Kingdon, endeav-
ored by Mark Autony Lower.

The name of Dering, according to Debrett, is a very old Saxon one, and the tirst part of

" the family motto, ¢ Terrere nolo, Timere nescic,” has referenice to the ancestrui nine

Dicring, which significs tervor. A Dicring appears 1o have witnessed a deed ¢f yift to the

Chnreh in Rochester as far back as AD. 850,

Burke glso shys the name Dering is derived from the Saxon word signifving terror. The
first Sir Edward Dering in England was created a Baronet, Feb. 1, 1625,

The arus of three or four families of Dering are given in Burke’s Ene. of Her: tdry, and
alsu in Berry's Enc. of Heraldry,

Sir Edward Dering, Bart,, was a cclebrated Puvitan.  * The disconrses of this exceilens
and celebrated man_ were published separately in 8vo., but were sometimes soid as 4 ol
lection with 3 half title expressing The Workes of Mauter Dering.” (Notes anid Queries,
3d Series, vols. 1 and 2.)  He was of the Surrenden funily,  Vol. x., 3d Series, No, 2, con-
tains some lines on his death. 1l died June 26, 1576. In 1(‘11—{.‘, Sir Edward Dering
was expelled the -Honse oF Commons for the preface to the speeches against the Grand
Remonstrance. He preached a sermon before the Queen’s Majesty, 25 Ieh, 1569, which
was printed in London, 1578. There are several extracts from kowsehold books uf Sir Ed-
warid D, futher and son, from 1619 to 1652, published in vol.i. 1st Serics, Notes and Wuerics.

vl
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school Looks were abandoned, so that he attained the power of
communicating his thoughits and spinivns in a style correet, clear,
comprehensive and forcible,  While at school his native town was
puent by Mowatt.  Or leaving scliool and put to work on the farm at
Capisic, {0 which his father had removed after the burning of Falmouth,

be snddenly threw down his hoe, declaring he would do no more such
work, and trudging afoot to Falmouth, entered at the age of sixteen
on board of a privateer belonging to Newburyport, commanded by
Capt. William Friend. Tle had previously wished to go to sea, but
his father had opposed his wish, and now hoped one voyage would cure
him of his propensity. The privateer went to Europe, and on the re-
turn passage he had a severe expericnee of the hardships of a sailor’s
life, but he was conspicuous for good conduct, and continued reso-
lutely bent on becoming a scaman. In 1779 his father: procured
for him a midst§pman’s warrant in the Massachusetts State Marine,
and he was appointed to the Massachusetts Ship Protector, 26 guns,
commanded by Capt. John Foster Williams, and thus commenced his
career as an officer when seventzen and a half years old. The Protec-
tor soon sailed, and June, 1579, engaged off Newfoundland the Brit-
ish Letter of Marque, ““ Admiral Dufl,”” of 36 guns. The action was
short, close and hard fought, and was termiuated in about an hour by
the Duff's taking fire and blowing up.* Many of her crew jumped
overboard, fifty of whom were saved by the boats of the Protector.

The loss of tie latter in killed and wounded was small, but a mnalig-
nant fever soon after carried off a considerable part of her crew. Sub-
sequent to this action the Protector maintained a running fight for
some tiine with the Thames, a 32 gun frigate of superior force, and
escaping into port landed her prisoners and was refitted. On another
cruise she was captured,t with Preble still on board, and some of her
officers were sent to England. but Preble was put on board the famnous
prison-ship Jersey, at New York.} Here he fell sick, passed through
a very dangerous fever, was placed upon parole, and finally ob-
tained bis 1010.1\0 tln‘ouﬂ'h the kindness of a loyahst Col. William

#"Por a particular account of this action, sce sketch of John Foster Willinms, in vol. ii.
p- 9& N. E. Hist. and Gen. Register, 1818, Sce nl:o “ The Revolutionary Adventures of -
Elenezer Fox, of Roxbury, Ms. Boston, 1838.”

4+ The N. E. Ilist. and Gen. Reg. says the Protector left Bmton about the last of Octo-
ber, 1780, and after cruising before Halifax and aliout the Grand Banks, bore away for the
West Indies, captured several rich prizes, and nn her return was obliged to surrender to tsvo
ships of -uperior furce. In 1848, Mr. Frederi¢ Lanc was sai(®o possess the original I 3
ook of the Protector. .

+ For full acenunt of the Jersey, and the sufferings of the prisoners confined in her, see
“ Adventures of Christopher Hawkins, by Chas. J. Bushnell — privately printed, 1864.”
Alro, “ Nammative uf’ Jobn Blatchford," by the same author—privately printed. N. York,
1843,
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Tyng, a former friend and associate in arms of his father, and so was
restored to his friends after abont a year's absence.*

Preble next joined the Winthrop,’’ another Massachusetts State
ship, and commanded by Capt. George Little, who had been the first
licutenant and exccutive officer of the ‘¢ Protector,’”’ and was sub-
scquently a Captain in the Navy of the United States. Though less
thgn twenty years of age, Preble was first Lieutenant and exccutive
officer of the Winthrop.

The vessel rendered great service in protecting our trade and mak-
ing prizes of privateers under the royal flag. While cruising in the
waters of Maine, Capt. Little ascertained that an armed brig lay at
anchor near Castine, under cover of the guns of the British post there ;
‘and a design was formed to run the Winthrop along side in the night
and tarry her by surprise. Preble was to lead the boarders, con-
sisting of forty picked men, dressed in white frocks, that friend might
be distinguished from foe. The bold mcasure was successfully exe-
cuted. The Winthrop run alongside. Preble, with fourteen of his
‘force, gained the deck of the brig, but the Winthrop’s way was so
rapid, and she. passed the brig so quickly that the remaining twenty-six
were unable to leap on board, and he was left with his small force to
contend with the foe as he best could. Little bailed him and asked
if he would have more men. ‘' No,” was Preble’s cool reply, “ we
have more than we want; we stand in each others’ way.” Doceirved
by this declaration, the crew of the brig were panic-stricken, and
sorne of them leaped overboard, while the officers were instantly sought
in the cabin by Preble in person, and called to-surrender, as resist-
ance was useless, and would cause the loss of their lives. The prize
having been secured, was worked out to sea under a severe firc from
-the shore batteries, and was safely taken to Boston.

At the peace MMassdchusetts no longer required a navy, and its offi-
cers were generally discharged—a few small vessels and officers only
being retained to protect the revenue. Dr. Deane, in his Diary, re-
marks, under date Dec. 1, 1782, * Edward Preble got home.”’

After leaving the Winthrop, Preble sought employment in the mer-
chant service, and for about fifteen ycars devoted himself principally
to commercial pursuits. The names of sevcral schooners, brigs and
ships, which he commanded, in which he went abroad as supercargo,
or in which he had an interest as owner or shipper, are preserved in
the few business leiters and accounts that now remain. It is certain

& Col. William Tyng was a son of Commo. Edward Tyng, and sacrificed to his loyalty
a landnd cstate in Boston which a hundred millions of dollars could not purchase now.
He returncd afier the war, and dicd at Gorham, Mec.—Cleveland's Centennial Dummer
Academy Discourse, 1863.
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he visited several paris of the world, and at times resided in foreign
countries as an agent of the American house with which he was con-
nected, and at other times was enguged in trading voyages along our
coast, and to the British Colonies. Ile resided for a timo in Spain.
Agdin we trace him in the West Indies, and we glean from his cor-
respondence that he made a voyage to Africa, and that the speculation
was unfertunate principally, if not entirely, because of his conscien-
tious objcction to invest his outward cargo in slaves. Upon his last
foreign enterprise he was captured by a French pirate, plundered of hia
property, and detained for several months,  While his personal expen- |
ditures were small, bis activity ccasecless, and his industry was highly
praiseworthy and even remarkable, his fortune in 1798 was scarcely
belter than it was fiftcen years earlier, at the commencement of his
mereantile cqreer in 1783,  The open-handed liberality, for which he
wag distinguighed through life, was suflicient to abstract no iucon-
siderable shate of his gains and earnings, and he was remembered
between the ages of twenty-two and thirty-seven as a fine-looking,
fraok and generous seaman, of a decided tone and hasty temper.-*

The troubles in France brought Preble into public life a sccond
time, and he was commissioned a Licutenant in the U. S. Navy, Jan.
17, 1799, to take rank from April 9, 1798. Oun the 12th of April,
1798, James McIlenty, Seccretary of War, communicated jto him his
appointment as a first Licutenant in the Navy of the United States,
to serve on board the Frigate Constitution, Samuel Nichplson, Cap-
tain. e joincd the Constitution, but he did not serve in her, having
had some disagreement with the Captain, and after a short leave to
attend to his private affairs, obtained command of the brig,Pickering.
His order to that vessel is dated January, 1799, and was his first ac-
tive duty after entering the national marine. The PicKering, and
several vessels of her class, had been employdd on the revenue ser.
vice, therc being no vessels at that time belonging to the Treasury
Department. She was a brig of 187 tons, mounted 14 guns, and car-
ried 70 men.

The circumstances of the country required all its armed vessels for
cruising, and when ordered to the Pickering he was advised that she
would probably be transferred from the treasury to the naval estab-
lishment ; and on the 17th of January he was ordered to proceed
without delay to the Island of Dominica, W.1., and cruisc in the
sicinity of Prince Rupert’s Bay until joined by Commodore Barry in
the Frigate United States, when he'was to place himself under that
oficer’s direction. Few incidents of his 1iZ, while attached to Barry’s
squadron in the West Indies are known.™ He may have remained a
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year, and have made two craises in the Pickering before his pro.
motion.*

lle was commissioned a Captain June 7, 1799, to take r'mk from
the 15th of the preceding month. e was not quite thirty-six years
old at the time of his promotion, and may not have been strictly en-
titled to the place given him on the Captain’s list; and it i3 quite
probable it was given as an inducement to continue in the service,
from which he had thoughts ef retiring.” The Sccretary, in commu-
nicating his commission, hoped that he would accept it and remain in
the navy; ‘“Yor,”” said be, * you may justly expect to rank high, and
soon get a gocd ship.” Soon after he received orders to the ‘* Essex.”
This frizate was built at Salem by subscription from the merchants,
who received Government stock for the money advanced, and Com.
Preble took charge of her before her rigging was completed.

. The Essex ‘sailed in company with the Frigate Congress, Captain

Sever, on a cruise to. the East Indies in January, 1800. The ships
-weére scparated in a gale. ‘Tiid Congress was dismasted and put back,
. bat*Preble in the Essex pursued his way and arrived safely at the
Cape of Good Hope, where he awaited for some time the arrival of his
. consort. The Congress not appearing, he proceeded to the accom-
" plishment of the object of his voyage, which was to convoy home a
. floef of American Indiamen. Fourteen vessels, engaged in the China
" and other castern trade, with cargoes valued at several millions of dol-
lar8, wero accordingly -protected and conducted to points of safety.
He continued in the India seas several months while collecting his
convoy, and returned to the United States near the close of 1800. It
. was his good fortuno in the Essex to carry the American flag around
the Cape of Good Hope for the first time in a public vessel, and
twelve years later the Essex, under the command of Commo. Porter,
had the additional honor of being the first American vessel to carry
*our flag”’ around Cape Horn.

On the reduction of the navy in 1801, he was one of the nine Cap-
tains retained for the reduced establishment, and was ordered to the
Essex without delay, to prepare her for a cruise of twelve months, in
the gquadron under Com, Truxton, at Hampton Roads. Though the
law authorized but nine Captains, twelve were retained, and Preble
was the ninth of thesc ; before the reduction, he was the twenty-first
on the list.

® Licut. B. Hillar succecded him in commaud of the Pickering. In Augast, 1800,
she sailed for the West Iudies, and he and all on board perished in her at sea. The Pick-
" ering was built at Newhuryport by Orlando B. Merrill, who in 1794, four years previons to
.-her launch, invented the water line model for ships, still in usc. Previous to that time there

were only skeleton models, composed of picces showing the ribs, &c. of the ship. Mr. Mer-

ril’s original model was deposited with the New York Hist. Soc. in 1853.
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While in the East Indies he was dangerously sick of a fever, and
yeturped in a precarious state of health. From the effects of this sick-
ness e never recovered : but in accordance with lis instructions he
iitted the Essex for sca, and procecded to Norfolk, Va., where he was
compelled to relinquish the command and seck the rest which nature
required.*  While thus a gentleman of leisure, he married Miss Mary
Decring, the only daughter of Nathaniel Deering, w ho long survived
him.

Un the 12th of January, 1802, he was appointed to the Frigate

Adams, 28, then fitting for the Mediterranean, and fecling too feeble
for the duty, again tendered his resignation. ITon. Rcbert Smith, of
Maryland, Secretary of the Navy, declined however to receive the
corimissisa *f of a gentleman possessing such high qualificalions to ad-
vaneo and mgintain our naval character,” offered him uader circum-
stancca which ¢ irresistibly excited sensations of sympathy and regret ;
but,” he continued, ** to insist on your retaining command of the Adams
would be an act of inhumanity which no state necessity scarcely could
justify, You will therefore consider yourself hereby released .from
the command of the Adams, and on furlough till your health shall be
restored ; and I pray you to accept of my sincere wishes for its speedy
restoration.”

Rest, freedom from care, and more than all, a home, so far alieviat®
cd his complaint and restored his strength, that in the spring of the
fullowing ycar he considered himself able to resume activo duty. - Yet
he was not well. From his return in the Essex to bis latest hour, Le
was a siranger $o the enjoyment of sound health. '

On the 14th of May, 1803, he was directed to take charge of the
Frigate Constitution at Boston, as yct unknown to fame; and fit her
for sea with all despatch. A wecek later he wps advised of the views
of government, and informed that the President had determined to
entrust to his command a squadron destined to act against the States
of Barbary. Owing to the miserably defective naval organization of
the period, he was unable to get the Constitution ready hefore Au-
gnst, and dropping down to President Roads ‘August 13th, went to
gea the next day, and anchored at Gibraltar Sept. 12th.+

The short, brilliant and successful cruises which followed, and his
attack npon Tripoli, are so well known that they need not be repeat-
ed in this sketch.

In May, 1804, while in the full tide ¢f success, he was relieved from
his command of the squadron because it was thought necessary to

e Capt. William Bainbridge succceded him in the command of the Esscx.
+ A MSS. copy of the Log-Book of the Constitution during this- famous cruise, kept by
Sailing-Master Haraden, is deposited in the Library of the Naval Library and Iuostitute, 1t

the Charlestown Navy Yurd.
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increase the force of it, and as there were no captains junior te him
who could be empinyed on that service, his retention would neees-
sarily involve lin Leing placed over Captains who were his seniors.
That his being rclicved was through no dissatisfaction with what he
had done is evident from the following letters. On the Tth of May,
fourteen days before the order appointing his successor, the Secretary
wrote him : ‘It is with great pleasure that I repeat to you the ussur-
ance that your whole conduct has received the unqualitied approba-
tion of the President of the United States, and that his confidence in
your zeal and judgment remains unabated.”” Tke order appointing
his successor containg the following passages: ‘‘ Your good sense
will perceive we have been unavoidably construined to superscic you
in tho command in which you bave acquitted yourself in a manner
honorabdle to yourself, usefal to your country, aud in all respects sat-
isfactory tv us. Be assured, Sir, that no want of confidence i vou
has been mingled with the considerations which have imposcd the
necessity of this measure. You have fulfilled our highest expecta-
tions ; and the President has given it in an especial charge {9 me to
declare that he has the highest confidence in your activity, judgment
and valor. Through me he desires to convey to you his thauks fur
the very important services you have rendered to your country, and
1 beg you to be assured, Sir, that it affords mc great personal satis-
faction to be the medium of conveying to you his scutiments in reja-
tion to your conduct.”

1t should be recellected that in politics Le dilfered from the wiminis-
tration, and that his five attacks upon Tripoli were unkuowr, ard had
not indeed been made at the date of these communications from the
department. Many and similar tributes are to be met with in previ-
ous as well as in subscquent letters from the Sécretary.

Equally direct and marked was the commendation he recvcived frem
various gentlemen who were present at the scene of his arducus du-
ties. “To tell you,”” wrote Col. Lear, ¢ what I think of your conduct
would oppear like flattery.”” Said Mr. Davis, onr Consul at Tunis:
‘“ Yon have laid the foilndation for a national chavacter.  Yeur cxam-
ple will stimulate all the secondary nativns, and I trust finaily destrey
the false policy of Enrope.’”’ Mr. Higgins, our Navy Agent at Malta, to
whom hé. enclosed a copy of the Secretary’s despatch avnouncing
that he was to be superseded, wrote : I will be bold to say, that the
thanks of the President and the warm approbation. of your country
are not more than a well earned tribute to the cfforts you have made
to serve it.”’

On his retiring from his command, his officers with entire unanimity
prescnted him with an address espressive of the kindest sentiments.
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A paper of this deecriptien from inferiors to an oflicial superior iz scl-
dom nraper: but in this ease, if we cogard the peculiar circumstances
undder which tlis suyperior and his inferiors met auwd parted, the motive
alone muy bte considered, and net only excuse the act itself, but ren-
der it vne of the most certain proofs of the Commodore’s personal
and professiound merits.  This address bears the signatures of no less
than fiftv-threa officers. And among these signers who afterwards
gained navzl erowns of their own, was the veteran Stewart, who
died Nov. 7, 1869, aged 91 ; TTull, Decatur, Lawrence, McDonough,
Rarrows, Chauncey and Morris, with many others whose names are
dear to the nation.  Jones, Bainbridge and Biddle were at the time
immurced in the Bashaw’s prisin. Thus it happened that a large
proporiion of the successful commanders of the war of 1812 acted
under him befgre Tripoli. To have had any share in training these
officers is of ifsclf an honor, and has been the occasion of giving
to him the honorary distinction of being the father of the American
Navy..

Nor was the expression of opinion on this occasion confined to offi-
cers of our own government. To Preble the appointment of a succes-
sor was unexpected, and his feelings were evidently wounded.

He bad many friends among the civitians aud the military and naval
characters whom he had met. IIis rclations wiih Sir Alesander Ball,
thie Governor of Malta, and Capt. Schuuberg, R. N., were inlimale.
To the furmer, one of Nelson's Captains, who commanded the Alexan-
der at tire Battle of the Nile, and whom Nelson said ou that occasion
waz ene of Liis o suppoertess,”” Preble inclosed a copy of the Secrctary’s
leiter, the last fruom which we have quoted, and wrote to Capt. Schon-
bors apprising him of the fuct. In his letter of reply Sir Alexander
said, ** I bave cominunicated this to all I know., They join with me in
regretting that an officer whose taleuts and professional abilitics have
Leea Justly appreciated, and whose manners and conduct eminently
fit him for so high a command, should be removed from it.”

\We may now appropriately close with the high compliment of his
Tloliness the Pepe: ¢ The American commander, and in a short
space of tiine, has done more for the cause of Christiunity, than the
most powerful nations of Christendom have done for agés.”

Aftec transferring the squadron to his successor Barron, much re-
mained to be done ; and about four months ciapsed before the Com-
modore tock his departure for the United States. While closing his
accounts with Consuls and Navy Agents, and while disposing of other
official business, he visited Malta twice, Messina twice, and was also
at Palermo, Naples, Gibraltar and Tangiers. Ilaving resigned the
Constitution to Decatur; having cndeavored to arrange with the
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Nunpﬂlitnn government on behalf of Barron for bomb-vesscls and
rortars, gun-boats, cannon chot and shells, to be ured the next coa.
EON lmnng written farewell letters to Bainbridge, Col. Lecar, Sir
Alexander Ball, and soveral other fricnds, hie sailed for home in the
John Adams in January, 1205, This ship had on beard all the inva.
1id oflicers and meu of the squadron, and lier destination was Wash-
ington ; but on the 22d of February it was reported the quantity of
water was becoming short, and he advised Chauncey, who was in com-
mand, to make for the nearcst safe port in the United States. Four
days after (26thY she arrived at New York. Preble repaired to the
seat of government wwith but little delay, reaching Washington on the
4th of March, 1805.
. A few days previous to his arrival the President had cominunicated
to both Houses of Congress an account of his proccedings Letween
the 9th of July and the 10th of September, 1804, which embraced
the period of his most important operations ; and in the accompany-
ing message remarked that ‘“ the: energy and judgment displayed Ly
.his excellent officer, through the whole course of the service lately
confided to him, and the zcal and bravery of his officers and men in
the several enterprises executed by them, cannot fail to give hich
satisfaction to Congress and their country, of whom they have deserv-

ed 8o well.”” .

. On the 3d of March, the day before Preble reached Washingion, a
resolution passed Congress directing that a gold medal, emblematical
of the attacks on the town, batteries and naval force of Tripali, should
be presented to him ; that a sword should be preserted to each of the
commissioned officers and midshipmen who had ¢ distinguished thein-
selves in these several attacks ; and that one month’s extra pay should
bo given to cach of the petty officers, seamen and marines of the
squadron.” The medal was transmitted to the Commodore on the 17th
of. May, 1806.*

It was rurhored in 1805 that Preble was offered the post of Secre-
tary of the Navy; but whether such an offer was made or not canuot
now be ascertained, but it was believed by many of his fricads, and
he received many congratulatory letters, amnong others, one from his
friend Sir Alexander Ball, in which he says: ‘It is reported that the
President wished to give you the strongest proof of his sense of your
merit by appointing you Secretary of the Navy, which I should have
. rejoiced at your accepting, knowing how cminently you are fitted to
fill that h.gh office.”’

4 mission to Europe, for the purpose of acquiring information that

¢ Am. State Papers, Vol. xiv. pp. 282-298, et seq.
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might be useful to the Navy, was proposed to him in April, 1805,
while later in the year he was assured that upon a given contingency
he should have a Navy Agency, or what the Secretary thought would
be preferable to him, the command of the Navy Yard at Washington
Ile was also much consulted by the Department upon various matters
relating to the service.

In 1806, the number of officers and scamen of the navy was limited
by law. The Captains were fourteen, and Preble was the fifth in
rank — Nicho!son, Murray, Samucl Barron and Rodgers being his
senlors,

The course of cvents impelled him to remain in the navy, though
the birth of a son, his only child, Edward, in February, 1806, added to
his previously existing inducements to return to private life. To-
wards the close of 1806, the Commodore apparently panted once more
for active duty. Ile wrote to the Secretary, “ If a service of danger
presents, I shall feel mortified at not being employed. 1 stand ready
to procced at a moment’s warning on any service which the govern-
ment may think proper to send me, against any nation or people, and
to shed my blood in the execution of such service.” But little of life
remained to him.

On its becoming known at Washington that his health was failing,
much sympathy was felt by those with whom he had official inter-
course ; and carly in 1807 he was strongly urged to remove to that
city, both for the benefit of his health and that the government might
have the advantage of his presence. A friend, high in the confidence
of the administration, in April of that year addressed him a long letter
on the subject. After speaking of the * soul-reviving breezes " of the
metropolis, and of the many beautiful situations which could be pur.
chased there on good terms, he writes: “ You are a man of enlarged
views and powerful intellect, and for being such I want you here.
Your life is valuable to the country, thercfore I want you here. I
believe this clitnate would keep your clay in wholesome animation
longer than that of which you justly comp.ain. I love such men as
you, and therefore I want you here. Between us, you would be chief
counscllor.” Several reasons, none of which need be stated, prevent-
ed him from leaving New England. .

He was offered, not long after, the Navy Agency at Boston; and.
it was snggested to him that he would be allowed to retain his rank.
and full pay as a Captain in the Navy. This appointment, increasing
debility compelled him to decline. On the 13th of June the Secretary
desired him to proceed to New York to witness and give his opinion
of the sub-marine experiments of Fulton ; and this, it is believed, was
the last official employment he was asked to undertake. Before the
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time designated for making the proposed test of Mr. Fulton’s plan for
attacking and blowing up ships of war arrived, the Commodore’s case
was hopoless. Ho had been for some time superintending the con-
struction of several gun-boats at Portland ; and in the hope that short

_ trips in tho bay would be serviceable to his failing frame, he requested
of the Department tho liberty to use one, which had been completed.
The request was granted most readily and in the handsomest manner.
Ho continued in charge of the gun-boats until the arrival of Lieut.
Lawrence,* who was sent to rclieve him, and until he was confined
to his bed. In this situation he even maintained a correspondence
with tho Secretary of the Navy, and gave directions for the final
cquipment of the boats.” Meantime his medical adviser and friends
united in recommending his trial of a sea-voyage to Madeira. This,
in the opinion of all, was the only course that promised to prolong
his life ; and he accordingly applied for liberty to embark. The difficul-
ties which finally produced war were already serious; and with a
heart still as stout and as patriotic as ‘at any former time, he said in
his letter of application, I should not, in the. present state of our
foreign relations, ask permission to leave the conlinent, were I not
in hope that a fesw weeks’ absence will enable me to attend to any
duty which may be required of me.”’

A most unexpected event occurred to change his purpose —the
affuir of the Chesapeake and Leopard, too painfully familiar to every
American to need narrating. When the news of it reached Portland,
the Commodore was absent on a short excursion in a gun-boat. On
coming in he anchored in the town harbor, and according to arrange-
ment, a valued friend, seeing the customary signal, went down to him.
On communicating tho tidings, this friend related that the Commodore
appeared entirely confounded. He made one exclamation indicative
of intense astonishment, and falling back upon his bed, did not so
much as even speak another word during the remainder of the inter-
view. ‘‘1hadnoidea,’”’ said the gentleman, “ that anything could have
8o moved him.” On the 10th of July he spoke painfully of the occur-

* rence, though without mentioning the unfortunate commander (whom
the calm judgment of the well-informed of the present generation will
hardly fail to view more as & victim than a delinquent), and earnestly
entreated in the event of war.to be ‘called into service. “1Iam very
low,” said he to the Secretary, ** but.I will obey, if I am obliged to
be carricd on board ; the -occasion will soon restore me.”
Twenty-four bours before his  death, and probably in his last
‘communication, he stated that. he should. defer bis plan of going to

¢ Jamos Lawrence, afterwards killed in’‘command of the Chesapéake.
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Madeiva until he should know what was the result of this ¢fair, and
thit wnder the prevalent impression of aruptﬁre, his inteation was
to inake excursions along the Atlantic coast in a vessel, whith he had
chartered! for the purpose, and to return to port after short absences,
to learn what hadin the mean time transpired. e was brought in
from sca, and carried home to die.  Ile suffered much. Ilis disecase
which was ariginally a debility of the digestive organs, ass .med the
character of a fixed and rapid consumption ; and on Tuesday, the 25th
of Angust, 1807, his life termivated at Portland. Ten days before,
hie had completed his forty-sixth year. The brother next him in years;
who was also a scuman, was the closest in fecling of all his Llood
relations, and & tended him. much in his last illness.  To this brother
the Connnodor ‘s last words were addressed. They were: ** Give
me your hand, Enoch — I'm going — give me your hand.”

Ilis funeral was an imposing pageant, uniting, with the solemnitics
of religion, muasonic and military pomp and show. DBusin.ss and labor
were entirely suspended, and the population of Portland and its
neighborhend, moved by a common’ impulse, and forming a large
assemblagze, devoted Thursday, the 27th of August, to the sad duty
of his buwiial. Tt was known at Boston that the funeral services would
then occeny. awd the usnal mourning honors were paid by the shipping
i that port. Intelligenee of his death reacned Washington on the
tirst of September, a fow minutes past noon ; and, says the National
Intelligencer of the second, ** hnmediately the flags of the frigates
in ordinary, awd at the marine garrison, were struck half mast; at
half past noon one gun was fired ut the Navy Yard, which was repeat-
cd every five minutes till seventeen minutes before sunset, at which
commenced « discharge of seventeen minute guns, when with the de-
parting suu, the colors were struck amidst the sincere regrets of his
brother ofticers.””  The event was suitably noticed in other places,
while the newspaper press, and the private letters of distinguished
citizens, Lewailed the Joss of so much professional talent, ardent
patriotism and civic worth, at so critical a juncture. The master spi-
rit of our Navy at that period had indced fzllen !

At the time of his decease, Commo. Preble had nearly completed a
large and elegant mansion-house at Portland, where, in possession of
sufficient wealth, and the society of his family and friends, he hoped
for happiness and repose. He did not live to occupy that house,
although it remained the residence of his widow until her death. " Since
that event, becoming surrounded by places of trade and traffic, it has
been cnlarged and converted into an hotel, known as the ¢ Preble
ZLivuse.””  'Fhe Commodore died in alarge wooden house then known as
the Breble Mansion, Lut afterwards as the Sun Tavern and Casco
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Ilouse, wh ch, after many altcrations, was déstroyed in the great fire
of 1566, * he Casco Bank now covers its site. :

“ Inmar y things,” says Mr. Sabine, ** Commo. Preble was a remark-
able man. e died Lefore his powers were fully tried or matured.
Though b+ did but little to attract the popular eye, he is still regarded
as the mos t considerable naval character of his time in America. Commo.
I'reble pogsessed a (ruitful, vigorous, and comprehensive mind ; and that
Jie was equal to accomplishing the most important enterprises, there
seems no room 1o doubt.  Ile reached in a moment the result which
in ordinary men requires long and calm reflection 5 and he carried
through the plans which he conceived with a promptness and self
contidence that inspired and insured success. lle acted upon the
principle that ¢ the boldest mcaswres are the safest, and yet circum-
spection and pradence were distingnishing traits.  His perseverance
wus not lessenad but rather inereased by the neglect of hLis govern-
ment and the obstinacy of his foe. Pain and sickness did not over-
come his energy, and his activity continued until pature was fairly
exhausted. Qualities like these, and bis devotedness to duty; the
disinterestedness which impelled him to accept of a perilous command
when discase was preying upon his frame, and when the prolongation
ol his life imperatively demanded of him to seek repose in a home of
tranquillity and ease, and recovery in the attentions of devoted
friends ; his sincerity and benevolence ; his disregard of money except
as a means of doing good, and his many bencfactions to officers and
others less fuvored by fortune than himself, entitle him to the remém-
brance und gratitude of his countrymen. During the last years of
his life, and especially after Lis return from the Mediterranean, his
opinions were solicited on the most important 4nd dclicate subjects,
and in a manner which shows that his advice was to be regarded as
decisive. Of naval men generally, and uppn naval affairs, he appears
to have been the common adviser; and pivate wrongs and griefs,
and public embarrassments and perplexities, were alike submit-
ted to his honor and discretion.  The true character of this faithfal
and unwearied servant js imperfectly known to the present genera-
tion ; but it was well understood by those who directed our public
affairs at the opening of the century, that to elevate his favorite arm
of the national defence, to render it respectable in the eyes of the’
American people and of the world, he was ready and to a. considera-
ble extent did sacrifice ease, leisure, the endearments of domestic and
gocial: life; health and estate. * When certain professional objects
should have been accomplished, he promised himself retirement ; but
it pleased the Disposer of all events, that the future in which he had

garncred up 80 much as a husband, father and friend, should never
come,"’ '
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Another of his biographers, James Fennimore Cooper, in summing
up his character, says of him: *Ilis carcer in the present navy was
so short, and the greater portion of it kept him so much aloof from
the body of his Lrother officers, that we must look to some unusual
cause for the great influence he obtained while living, and the lasting
renown lie has left attachied to his namne, now he is dead. If the few
days passed in visits, during which nothing ostensible was done, be
excepted, Preble was only forty-two days before Tripoli altogether.
In that time he captured nothing, excluding the three g --boats taken
in the first attack ; nor did he mect with any of that?  ‘ant success
which carries away men’s imaginations, making the  sult the sole
test of merit, without regard to the mecans by whic’ 1t was obtained.
Still it may be questioned il any other name in American naval an-
nals has as high a place in the estimation of the better class of
judges, as that of Preble. Decatur performed many more brilliant
personal exploits: the vietory of McDonough, besides standing first
ou the score of odds and magnitude, possesses the advantage of bring-
ing in its train far more important immediate cousequences than any
other naval achievement of the country ; yet it may be doubted if the
intellizent do not give to Preble a place in the scale of renown still
higher than that occapicd by cither of these Lcroes.  IIull broke the
charm of a long established and imposing invineibility ; yet no man
competent to judge of merit of this nature, would think of comparing
Iull to Preble, though the latter virtually never took a ship. The
names of neither Lawrence, Bainbridge, nor Perry, will ever be placed
Ly the discriminating at the side of that of Preble, though ten-fuld
more has been written to exalt the renown of cither than has been
written in behalf of Preble. They themselves would have deferred
to the superiority of the old Mediterrancan commander, and neither
would probably dream of placing his own name on a level with that
of Preble. Chauncey, out of all-question, occupied the most ardu-
ous and responsible station ever filled by an Amorican naval com-
mander, and Preble never performed more gallant personal deeds than
Chauncey, or showed higher resolution in the face of his enemy ; yet
Chauncey always spoke of Preble as men name their admitted supe-
riors! Paul Jones alone can claim to be placed on the same elevation
as to resources and combinations ; but few who are familiar with the
details of the events connected with both, would think of placing even
Paul Jones fairly at Preble’s side. There was a compactness, a power
of combination, an integrity of command, and a distinctness of ope-
rations about Preble’s memorable month that Jones’s justly renowned
cruise did not exhibit. It will be vain to contend that Jones’s mate-
»ials were bad, and that his inferiors could scarcelv be called his sub-
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ordinates. There may have been much truth in this, but Jones’s
cruise showed high resolution, and far reaching views, rather than
ability to control, combine, and ivfluence, the qualities that Preble so
cminently possessed.  Landais would never have deserted Preble
twice ; he would have had him out of the ship, and Dale in his place,
fur the first offence, :

“ There can be Tittle doubt that some portion of Preble’s reputation
is owing to the place he tilled in the order of time, as connected with
the formation of the present Marine.  This of itself, however, would
not have built up a permanent name; and the subsequent exploits of
MceDonough, Deeatur, Lawrence, Biddle, Blakely, &c., would have
Leen certain to throw it in the shade, * * %

“ Under the most disadvantagcous circumstances, and with cruelly
insuflicient means, he lowered the pretensions of his enemy one-bhlf
in ten days, and had brought them down to nothing by the end of the
month ! We say cruclly insullicient means, for in effect the Consti-
tution alone, with her thirty guns in broadside, had frequently to con-
tend with a hundred guns in batteries.

‘“ But no better circumstance can be cited in favor of Preble’s pro-
fessional character and conduct, than the hold he obtained on the
minds of his officers. Personally, they had much to induce them to
dislike him ; yet we cannot recall an instance in which we have ever
heard one of them find fault with the least of his movements. All
scemed to think that everything that was done, was done for the best.
We hear no complaints of injudicious or unreasonable operations ; and,
what is still more unusual in combined movements, of commanders who
did uot do their whole duty. Inequality of condict and of services is
one of the commeonest occurrences in all extended operations by sea or
land. We hear tales and anecdotes of this sort as connected with
McDonough’s and Perry’s victories, as connected with Chauncy’s
various manccuvres and battles, but noue in relation to Preble and his
command. Every man in his squadron knew and felt that he was
goveraed.

‘‘ One cannot but regret that Preble did not survive, with all his
powers, until after the occurrence of the war of 1812. Nothing was
more apparent than the want of combination and intelligent wielding
of force on the Atlantic, that was exhibited throughout the whole of .-
those important years; and we caunot but think, had Preble’s capacity
and energy been brought to bear on the service, he would have shown
something more brilliant than isolated combats, as the result of even
the small means that could have been placed at his control. Ie would
then have been second in rank in the Navy, as to all practical pur
poses, and must have been intrusted with one of the largest squadrons
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““Preble’s influcnee on the discipline of the servize was of a valuable
and lasting naturc. Until his time, the men of the present Navy were
Yittle aceustomed o act in concert, and some of the previous attempts
had not been att:nded with very flattering results, Oflicers would
obey at every hazard, it is true, as Stewart did when he went to sca
in the Kxperiment towing out his main-mast after him, in consequence
of a petulant orderfrom Truxton; but they had not been taught to
repress their own zrdor, or to yicld their own opinions to those of their
superiors, in the faca of un enemy, in order tu present 4 combined and
availuble front, nutil Preble gave then the severe, but salutary lessoa,

“It is probuble that the marine of this country, long cre the close
of this ceutury, will become one of the most powerful the world has
yet scan. ¥ * * In that day all the carlier facts of the national
carcer will be collected with care, and preserved with veneration.
Amor the liightest of those who will be exhibited connected with
the do ds of that infunt navy, out of which will have grown the colossal
power “at must thea wicld the trident of the seas, will stand promi-
nent the forty days of the Tripelitan war, erowded with events that
are inseparvable from the name and renown of Edward Preble,”

Mr. Satine, in elosing his brief aceount of his life—after speaking of
Lis reputed uangovernable temper—says: < It should be recorded, that
whatever might be the violenee of his resentment for the instant, he
posseszed a rar: fuculty of making and retatuing friends 5 that no bit-
ter fewls oceurred amonyg his ofticers 3 and that during his command in
the Medilerranean, there was neither o court martial or a duel.®  Men
who knew him and one another as strancers, parted as near kinsmen,”?

* Cooper, in his Naval Ristory of the UL S, says :~“ Perhaps no cervice, cither in the
way of ~hips or offfecrs, ever had so laree o proportion of what was excellent in it, and so
sinall o proportion of that v <l was dedeetive, as the Navy of the UL S,, the day peace was

signed with Tripoti (June 3 5. A stern discipline, a high moral tone, rare models in
seamanship, active warfar : neans of comparison, and a spirit of emulation that is eer-
tain to eaxry the national acter to the hizhest level, wherever the national energies can

be peritted to exhibit ¢ mselves, had conspired to produce this end. ‘T'he petulant and
always questionable proccs of private rencontres, which ave so apt to sully the renown of
infant services, had disappeared in & chivalry that scemed to have forgotten all but the
country and her onor, Not a duel was fought during the command of Preule; the brave
men who stood asseinbled under his orders, regarded cach other as Lrothers, and the honor
of one¢ appeared to be connceted with the honer of all.  An admirable espri¢ du corps was
created, and the dutton which bore the emblem of the common profession, was deemed a
signal of the presence of a friend.  Men stood by cach other in moments of severs trial, and
even the body of the nation, which Is so Jistle nddicted to tho sentimental, or the abstract,
began to regard the flag with open pride. In a word, the tone, discipline, pride, emnlation,
and spirit, that the Navy derived from this remote and, in one sense, unimportant war, pre-
pared it fur another and a severer trial that was at hand. The impression produced in the
Meiditerrancan, was also favorable, and the head of the Romish church is sald to have pub-
licly declared that America had done more for christendom against the barbarians than all
the powers of Europe united.”
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Tlis biographer adds: ¢ Ilis most confildential papers have been
op tn'to wy inspection. They contain autograph letters from persons
wlo oceupiced the Jofticat stations and whose names will ever appear
on the pages of history.  They contaiu, too, letters from the humblest,
fivm the sick, the poor, the disabled in their country’s service. The
Intior have riveeed my attention far more than the fuormer, for they
show Tiow one, who has often been ealled * The father of the American
Navy," was vegarded by the friendless aud the sorrowing,”’

Iy person the Commodore was six feet high, and of fine proportions.
His artitude was ereet, his step firm, and his whole appearance and
portin the highest degree commanding.  The style of his personal
appearance was a union of gentleman-like outline, with size and force.
I uniform he was a striking figure.  1lis countenance varied with
his feelings, and altogethier he would be considered in any part of the
world & man of mark., .\ distinguished clergyman relates, that secing
him and & celebrated Indian chief in the streets of Boston, he thought
at the time that they were the noblest specimens of the human race
he had ever observed, .
¢ Ilis manners were polished and even courtly. Ie saw much of the
world, and mingled in the best socicty, both at home and abroad.
Llis address was pleasant, his voice melodious, and until weakened by
discase, of great stréngth; and few could sing a patriotic song, or
naval ode,, with more taste or eflfect. Ilis conversational powers were
good; but he selduom spoke of himself or of his own actions, even to
those with whom he was connceted by the closest ties. The written
compusitions which bear his signature were certainly his own com-
position ; and embracing as they do almost cvesy topic, and thrown
off, as most of them were, amid harassing cares, and during impaired
health, they are sometimes fuulty in style and defective in argument,
but always direet, spirited and concise. ’lhey exhibit high mental
vigor, and are generally clothed in well chosen expressions. His
orders to his officers are remarkable for their simplicity and brevity.

Several biographies of Commodore Preble more or less extended have
Leen printed.  The earliest of these was written by Doctor Kirkland
soon after his decease, and published in the Port Folio or Polyanthos,
and a few copies struck off for private circulation among his- friends.
This was illustrated with an cngraved likeness from the portrait in.
the posscssion of his family, Another life, written by Cooper, was
published first in Graham’s Magazine for May, 1845, and later in his
volumes of Naval Biography. Still another Life, written by the Hom;
Lorenzo Sabine, and occupying near 200 pages of the cleventh volume
of Sparks’s American Biography, was published in 1846, and is the text
from which the greater part of this sketch is abridged. The -author
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had extraordinary facilities for producing the work, which to him was
a labor of love. Beuides these, there is Waldo’s life, and a brief bio-
graphical sketch by his nephew, N. Deering, which was published in a
Portland newspaper. Another, in the United States Nautical Magazine
of 1846, by an unknown hand—and notices of him are to be found in
all the American Cyclop®dias, and Dictionaries of American Biography
—and in the National Portrait Gallery of Distinguished Americans.

But two portraits of full size, for which he sat, are known to exist.
The attitude in both is similar. Of these, the one in the possecssion
of his grandson, Lt. Com. E. E. Preble, U. 5. N., was considered by
those who knew him living most intimately, to be the best. A good
copy of it has been presented by his grandchildren to the Gallery of
the Naval Academy at Annapolis. Another copy is in the parlor of
the “ Preble House” at Portland; and Mrs. Anderson, his grand-
daughter, has a third. The other portrait, painted, it is believed, by
Stuart, belongs to the city of Boston, and hangs in Fancuil Hall. 1t has
been often engraved, and an engraving from it is attached to this
memoir. Besides these, there is a miniature of the Commodore taken
in Italy, in the possession of his family, which is not considered a good
likeness—and the profile bust on the medal* presented by Congress,
for which he is said to have sat, A similar profile in porcelain, per-
haps cast from the die of the medal,' is in the collection of the Nuaval
Lyceum at the New York Navy Yard.

The papers left by Commo. Preble, illustrating as they do quite
fully the earliest ycars of our Naval Ilistory, are thought by judges
to be of great value, and his grandchildren contemplate having them
arranged and prepared for publication, that the future naval heroes of
our country may better know what he did, and how great he was.

His remains were first placed in the family vault of his wife's ances-
tors, the Deerings, but after re.qaining there near forty years they
were removed to another tomb, which had been prepared for them by his
son, in the same old burial place, on Mu'njoy 11ill, Portland, Me. The
remains of his only son, with those of his long surviving widow, are now
united in this same receptacle. A plain but massive white marble
monument has been placed over them, bearing on onc of its faces this
simple inscription :

EDWARD PREBLE,
Carrary Uxsitep States Navry.
Diep Acvcusr 25, 1807,
AceD 47.

« This medal has been several tiies engraved.  The best engraving of it was published in
Graham’s Magazine some years since, and has been used in other works on the Navy. It
was engraved by the ruling process over the face of a bronze copy of the medal, of which it
is therefore a fac simile. The wood-cut attached to this memoir, i» taken.from. Lossing’s
History of the War of 1812, and is the full size of the medal.




